
of the hotels will have a fair idea of what they may
expect. Mr. H. C. Bowers, of the Hotel Portland,
agrees to accommodate 4,000 guests comfortably. There
are a large number of buildings going up, and Mr. Bow-
ers is making contracts for every available room that is
desirable for the week. The rates will be $4 per day
for each person, two to go in a room without bath, and
$6 per day for each person, for a room with bath. These
rates are on the American plan.

I-RAYS AND N-RAYS.

Since the discovery of the Roentgen ray, there has
been a vast stimulation of research in this branch of
science, but the scientific merits of some of the claims
which have been made are still in doubt, while those
of others are clear over the line of probability. The
N-rays of Blondlot are still sub judice, and their real-
ity is doubted by some competent physicists. We are
not sure by any means that the really crucial experi-
ments which would demonstrate their existence have
yet been made. Now comes the alleged discovery of a

still further form of emanations, called by the de-
scriber, Di Brazza, the I-rays, closely allied to the N\x=req-\
rays, and given off from the brain during certain psychic
processes, such as concentration of the attention. Un-
til these can be proved to be real by physical experi-
ments, absolutely free from suspicion of any subject-
ive errors, it is well to reserve our opinions as to their
existence. That they will ever be demonstrated by such
positive tests as are the x-rays is doubtful. Now comes a
British physician, claiming that the N-rays or some¬

thing of their character emitted by the human body,
vary according to the character and disposition of the
individual. There will, perhaps, be other announce¬
ments of discoveries of the sort, as there is almost no
end to the possibilities of subjective deception and cre¬

dulity. The desire to correlate the psychic and phys¬
ical takes on this particular development frequently,
but invariably fails in the scientific demonstrations.

MR. HULL AND THE ARMY MEDICAL BILL.

Representative J. A. T. Hull of Iowa, chairman of
the House Military Committee, in a recent interview
published in the Army and Navy Register, concerning
prospective Army legislation, is reported to have spoken
as follows with reference to the Army Medical Bill now
before his committee : "The doctors all over the United
States are insisting that the Medical Corps should be
increased, but to my mind they are asking too much.
They all want to be officers of high rank, and think
the flow of promotion too slow for them." Such a
statement makes those who have had an opportunity to
see the Surgeon General's statement of his case wonder
if Mr. Hull can have read this strong and convincing
argument. The Surgeon General makes it clear that
his corps is nearly 200 officers short of the number
needed to do the work of the Medical Department in
time of peace, that this deficiency is made up by the
obsolete, extravagant and unsatisfactory device of em¬
ploying physicians under contract, that these contract
surgeons, not being commissioned officers, have not the
honorable and dignified status befitting members of a

learned profession. As regards the question of rank
and promotion, it is shown that in the reorganization
of 1901 the Medical Department suffered severe and
unjust discrimination—that the proportion in the
higher grades asked for by this bill is less than that
enjoyed by the Medical Department before 1901, and less
than that at present existing in the Medical Corps of
the Navy. An examination of the Army list shows that
if the Medical Corps is given everything it asks in this
bill, the proportion in the higher grades (and so their
prospects for promotion) will still be inferior to that
existing at present in most of the other staff depart¬
ments. When it is remembered, in addition, that only
the medical officer has to bear the expense of a long
and costly professional education, it is difficult to see
on what basis of justice Mr. Hull concludes that the
Medical Department "is asking for too much."

MEDICAL ERRORS IN FICTION.
It seems to be the rule, unfortunately, for writers of

fiction, when dealing with medical subjects, to pay no
attention to facts. This leads to the most ludicrous
combinations of symptoms and to descriptions of con-
ditions that can not exist. It is an old fault, and
a repetition of this fault from an ordinary writer of
fiction would hardly deserve attention here. We have
to regret, however, its occurrence in the recent writings
of a celebrated author who was educated as a medical
man. Dr. Conan Doyle, in "The Adventure of the
Golden Pince-Nez," just published, makes Sherlock
Holmes say, in commenting on a pair of glasses that
had been found, "You will see, Watson, that the glasses
are convex and of unusual strength." In another place,
speaking of the owner of these glasses, Holmes says:
"Unfortunately for her, she had lost her glasses in
the scuffle, and as she was extremely short-sighted she
was really helpless without them." To make a short\x=req-\
sighted person wear convex glasses, even in fiction, is
not to be commended. In dealing with medical sub¬
jects, why do not writers of fiction properly inform
themselves and so avoid making such ridiculous errors?
Not to do this is slovenliness. In this particular in¬
stance, the result of the neglect of attention to facts is
unusually unfortunate, for it involves our friend, the
famous detective, and also his friend, Dr. Watson;
and this involvement shows them in a very unenviable
light—they are shown to 'be weak where they should
be strong—for Mr. Holmes appears as a poor observer
and Dr. Watson as a poorly informed medical man.
Holmes calls attention to the physical characteristics
of the myope, and speaks of the convex glasses which
had been used to counteract short-sightedness. Had
this detective been a good observer of people he would
have known that concave glasses go with such physical
characteristics, and had Dr. Watson been a well-posted
physician, he would have set his friend straight as

regards the kind of glasses used for correcting myopia.
We can agree with Mr. Sherlock Holmes that it would
be difficult to name any article which affords a finer
field for inference than a pair of glasses, but one.is
very apt to go wrong if he infers from a pair of con¬
vex glasses that the owner is short-sighted.
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